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But the angel said to them, “Do not be
afraid; for see—I am bringing you good

news of great joy for all the people: to
you is born this day in the city of David

a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord.”

—Luke 8:10
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tias at the grocery store, and Christmas lights are twinkling around a few windows,

and today I drove past rows of live Christmas trees lined up for sale! Surely somebody

is getting ready for Christmas!

Sometimes we lament the decorations appearing earlier and earlier each year, because

it s

eems the retailers are pushi

ng us to

shopping before most of us have given it much thought. Yet, this year, I find myself

mor e

surprised than annoyed. It

6s as i f

and these early reminders are jump-starting the joy and promise of the season.

This week I completed a three- year study of the relationship of beauty and justice, so

my senses are heightened about the role of beauty in our lives and how it affects our

spirit and enhances our spiritual growth. Surely the beauty of Christmas décor and

trad

itions delight us and are 0i

cing on t

mas brings6God wi th wus! Maybe itds ourdspieted f
ally and physically & that is bringing it into our lives earlier this year, for we have lived

through a year that has been more difficult and challenging than replete with joy and

good news 0 for our society and for our congregation. So perhaps the retailers push for

getting a jump on the season is a blessing in disguise, for it is bringing the beauty and

promise of Christmas into focus for us earlier d just when we need it! Those bright and

shining Christmas displays 0 even if meant for increased sales 9 if they appear beauti-

ful to you, then they also feed your soul! That is what beauty does! It feeds our spirits

by opening us to another dimension. Beauty evokes in us a desire to share, for we im-

mediately have the impulse upon seeing something beautiful to pause and take it in

and

then to calll someone el seds

attention

sight of something beautiful changes us in a positive way, expands our spirits, and just

makes us feel good! Something like the feeling we get when we encounter the truth of

God coming to earth in human form 8 in a baby - at Christmas! It expands our spirits,

feeds our souls, causes us to want to share it with others and just makes us feel good!

Then out of that goodness, and a soul well-fed, we deign to give to others, to do justice

and

make relationships o0righto!
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Maybe then, these early Christmas decorations are good for us! In the midst of

shorter days and |l onger nights, leafless tre HOW ABOUT ONE OF THESE DUNKER

and tougher economic times, the bright and sparkling colors of Christmas reds,

greens, burgundies, gold and silver bring the beauty that we need to open up and STICKERS FOR YOUR BUGGY?

feed our spirits, just when we need it most.

prophecy fulfilled in the beautiful words, o

the glorious, splendidly arrayed angels sing Stamp Out Secret Societies. Tell someone about your faith!
all éé our souls are filled to overflowing b Joi n Al exalin8and s Ful /

into us, and we are not the same.

Be a Real Revolutionary! Practice Your Faith!
Ah, the beauty of Christmas! We create it when we put up trees and light can-

dles and decorate our doors and tables in ways that we only hint at during the Make Several Things Clear. Read Your Bible.
rest of the year. But let us never think it is frivolous. Beauty, however it is given SUppOI’t Heifer Project. Get In the Mooed for Love.
or created, is a gift of God, for when we create, we are in tune with Creator God,

and when we create something beautiful, we enable God to shine through & feed- Live a Clean Lifefi Try Foot Washing with Us.
ing our souls, expanding our world, compelling us to share the goodness with Brethren Are Humble Folk i And Proud of It

others & things very much in tune with what the Christ child came to share.

Brethren Have the Original Big Mac (k)
So embrace the beauty and joy of Christmas! Indeed, God IS with us and we

have a new year ahead to share this good news, so that life can be more beautiful Cure for Wealth -a-Holics: Serve God and Neighbor
ln every way, for all of Godfs children. Simple Life: Putting Things in Their Place
May all your Christmas days be blessed with beauty and peace. War Is Wrong Why Flgh t [t?

No Creed-No Need. Just Read the New Testament
Be a Dropoutfii Study War No More.

Pastor Mary

From the September 1976 Messenger and shared by Peace
Coordinator, Shirl ey Brooks from
ate. -
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) ALTERNATE GIFT GIVING
Christmas Cantata Pass On The Gift: Heifer International

In the hustle and bustle of the holiday season, it is easy to overlook the true
reason we celebrate Christmas. If you are looking for a way to shift the focus
of presents under the tree and onto ways you can celebrate the season by im-
pacting generations of families in some of the poorest countries in the world,
then Heifer International may be for you. You will be able to share your gener-
osity and love with families in need around the world and fulfill the call to care
for the hungry and poofrf-or struggling families who simply need one op-
portunity to lift themselves out of poverty, your gift will mean a world of

difference.
In many remote villages and communities, agriculture is the only form of in-
o . . come. And when a family doesné6t hav
-Fc-q Qrgjj ,written byiMpdiee md their farm, they become terribly impoverisliednable to afford the basic
Lister. is the name of the cantata that will be suna o good that we have access to every day. Things like food, adequate clothing,
’ 9 medi cines and even school fees are a
December 13th during Worship. Through familiar reach.
carols, scripture, and original music, Mr. Lister helps Here are some examples of gifts you can make:

$500,Heifers provide hungry families with a steady source of milk to drink or
sell, and a calf to pass on to the next family.
changeFc-q qrgjj rfec ( $250, AWater Buffalo is really three gifts in orfietangy milk to drink, draft
Lords. power to help plow a field and organic fertilizer to help improve crop yields.
$150] lamasand their cousins thAlpacaprovide soft wool to families living
With a choir of 17 led by Casey Meyer, Director, in high altitude climates, so they can make sweaters, hats and gloves.
- $120Goatsgive families rich, nutritious milk and can thrive in many of the
w m_S P C_ gl _ dmp _ uml b. cpdg harshest climates where Heifer works.
bration. Christmas dinner at Camp Bethel will follo $120Pigsare easy to care for, and because they take up very little space they
at 1:30pm. make a perfect gift for a farmer with a modest piece of land.
$60,Rabbit wool is soft and warifi and because they multiply so quickly, the
gift of rabbits can soon be passed on to another family.
$30,Honeybeesare easy to care for and take up little sppaptus their deli-
cious honey can be sold at mar ket he
These are just a few examples of gifts you can give through Heifer Interna-
tional. Catalogs are on our bulletin board or you can check out their website
atwww.heifer.orgto order or call 888%-HUNGER.
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DUNKER COLUMN

Ecumenism and the
Church of the Brethren

OIKOUMENE

%)

Ecumenism is a relatively new term. It is derived from the

GreekO I K O U M Ro® menedé and means |
dwell in the same household. It implied the whole inhabited world.

In 1910, World Missionary Conference convened in Edin-
burgh. It spawned the International Missionary Council founded in
1921, and other conferences: Life and Work (Stockholm 1925) and
Faith and Order (Lausanne 1927). All of these held several interna-
tional conferences in various places in the world. The Life and Work
and Faith and Order movements merged to form the World Council
of Churches (WCC), a process interrupted by World War II, and
achieved in 1948 in Amsterdam. By this time, Eastern Orthodox
Churches had begun tentatively participating. The Roman Catholic
Church (RC) stayed apart, claiming that the only road to unity was
the unconditional return of the other churches to the RC.

In the US, a Federal Council of Churches was formed in 1908.
In addition several groups cooperated across denominational lines
on particular issues like foreign mission, home mission, religious
education. All these groups united in 1950 to form the National
Council of Churches of Christ (NCCC).

Through the Second Vatican Council which was convened
from 1962-65 by Pope John XXIII, the ecumenical movement gained
new life and popularity.

The Church of the Brethren entered the ecumenical move-
ment in the first part of the 20th century. In 1941, they voted to join
the Federal Council of Churches and the WCC still in process of
formation. The CoB played a leading role in the establishment of
such ecumenical programs as Heifer International (Dan West),
CROP (M. R. Zigler), Weekday Religious Education (Minor Miller)
and Church World Service. In nine state council of churches have
had CoB persons as chief executives. Two Brethren served on the
NCCC staff. At the WCC headquarters in Geneva, the voice of
peace has been raised effectively through M. R. Zigler. The WCC
now has 349 member churches (incl. Russian and Greek and many
other orthodox churches) from over 100 different countries.

The late Joel Thompson, Assoc. Gen. Sec. and Exec. of the
Worl d Ministries Co. of the Gener al
never try to do alone what they can

Many Brethren would like to see the Brethren name still
associated with programs begun largely through Brethren initia-
tive, as those mentioned in this article. However, I was personally
challenged in my own Brethren pride when I began my term on
the General Board under former General Secretary S. Loren Bow-
man, who said to us, OWe are to was
do not have to do it with a Brethre

Karen S. Carter (based on The Brethren Encyclopedia, Vol.1)

*) The symbol of the World Council of Churches is a ship which stands for the
Church, with the cross as its mast which is to signify the Christ. The official icon
for the WCC, as you find it on their website, is a much more stylized from of this
image.



GETTING TO KNOW YOU

Monthly Feature Column by Gerry Minter

DORIS ELEANOR MILLER QUARLES

Doris was born February 12, 1937, at Jefferson Hospltal in Roanoke to Do
Louise Ikenberry Miller and John Curtis Mi o

family was living in Burlington, WV at the tif#
to Dorothy's health problems, she came §
noke to be near the doctor and hosffta
Doris' birth, mother and daughter remaine
hospital for about three weeks before be
leased. Dorothy was paralyzed on her r|'
and it was about shonths before she &adh
Doriscould return to WV.

Curtis was principal of Burlington Elemenii:
also taught 7th and 8th grades. Doris atte
and second grades there. Their home chuZZz48\
Beaver Run CoB across from the Miller home pIace Curtis' brother Wayne Mille
there and Doris remembers the fun she had playing at their dairy farm.

The family moved back to Daleville to be near Dorothy's father, C.S. lkenberry.
attended 3rd grade at theroom school beside lkenberry & Garst Store. At this
time they lived in the small house beside the current@abesyour through
seven were spent at Troutville Elementary School.( Nell Landers was a fa\
teacher there.) She spent grades 8 through 12 at Troutville High School, gradua
1955. Bridgewater College was the choice for further education. She was there
19551959, graduating in May with a degree in education and married J.Cal
Quarles on June 27, 1959.

In 1959 she began teaching at Lord Botetourt High School ( new school) undel
cipal Harry Hunter Huffman. She taught home economics for several classes ¢
Mr. Huffman asked her to also teach Physical Ed. and Health to the 8th grade
and she did this for two years. She and Carson lived in Dale Court for a couj
years. In July of 1961 they moved to the home that is still Doris's home. Sharol
born Feb. 5, 1962. Tammy was born on May 29, 1964. James was born on Ja
26, 1966. Debbie came along on May 1, 1971.

While her children were young, she, like a lot of mothers at that tiret was a st
home mom. She sewed and did canning and other types of domestic activities. /
time, several of her friends ( myself included) had a sewirag lotwsat She

could teach us so much because of her Home Ed knowledge. | remembe
those days fondly. Also Doris took a painting class and did some lovely ar
work. She liked to do crafts and still displays the Christmas figures of the
three kings.

In 1981, when Debbie was the only child left at home, Doris went on the
district board for a three year term. She had started the first year of anothe
term when she was approached to be interim Associate District Executive
Owen Stultz was District Executive (DE) at that time, as Bob Jones had take
the job of Director at Camp Bethel. After serving as interim for a short time
Doris was hired to be-fiane Associate DE. She took the job, full time
later. David Shumate became DE and she worked with him for 8 years. She
has good memories of her time at the District Office. She had 15 years o
service when she retired in December of 1999.

At Daleville CoB Doris is revered for her many years of involvement . Fror
music to church board chaieadching and everything in between. She has
been in the choir for most of her life, also directing choir at times. Her faithfu
ness in playing the organ and the piano is well known. Many times she too
the music "on the road" as she played at other churches in the area. She le
the children's choir when we had a number of children attending. She enjoy
being a part of the Christmas Cantata each year.

On church board she served for 12 years on the nurture commission. Shq
has been chair of church board for many terms. She taught Sunday Schoc
for various ages. The women's work of the church was of great interest
Doris. She was a member of the night circle for years. She also attended th
day circle. When those circles disbanded it was a loss to many of
us. Daleville CoB has been a family to Doris for many years. She is thankfu
for the friendships she has here.

Doris hasine grandchildren to enjoy. Her oldest is Tyler Reed Kelly ( par-
ents:Tammy and Tony). Nextin line is Elizabeth Ann Hilliard (parents:Sharc
and Donnie); Kendyl Rene Kelly and Alan Craig Hilliard. Sarah Elizabett
Siedel (Parents: Debbie and Scott); John (Jack) Carson Quarles (Parents
Wendy and James); Hannah Marie Siedel;, Margaret (Maggie) Elayne
Quarles; and Andrew (Drew) Roger Siedel. In addition, there are many
granddogs, as all the children have at least one. Doris spends time with he
children and grandchildren as she is able.

Sometime it is difficult for Doris to do all the things she would like to do. Sh
is to be admired for being there, even through pain. Doris is a lifelong men
ber of Daleville CoB and she is a wonderful example for us to follow.

Thank you, Doris. 5



Upcoming Events

Choir Practice... each Wednesday at 7pm in December except for December
23rd. Cantata practice is at 7:30 through December 9th and on Saturday De-
cember 12th at 9am.

for Health & Wellnes

Deacons Meeting... Sunday, December 6th at noon.

Voices of Faith...  will host an Interfaith Dinner at Our Lady of the Valley on Cinnamon, A Healthy Spice

December 7th at 7pm.
Cinnamon can help stop diabetes in its tracks. Plus, it

Cantata... Sunday, December13thio Heds St il |l the King of Kir ) i -

feature in this newsletter. tastes great and is probably in your pantry right

Daleville Annual Christmas Dinner...  will be held at Camp Bethel on Sunday, now. Compour'lds in cinnamon seem to act like insulin in
December 13th at 1:30pm right after the Cantata. Please see Sandra if you your body, helping move sugar from your blood stream
need tickets. into cells. As a result, it shows promise in preventing insu-
Womends Chri stwialsl Pmedaty.at. Sandra Sueds on F hn.reSIStance' which can lead to.type'Z dlabetes/ and damp-
18th at 7pm for an inspirational observance and an exchange of Secret Pal ening after-meal blood sugar 8p1kes mn people who already
gi fts. If you dondét have a Secret Pal, you have this disease.

others who have no Secret Pal. Cinnamon may also drop total cholesterol levels up to 26
Silent Peace Vigil... in front of the Market Building in downtown Roanoke on percent and LDL cholesterol 27 percent. Research suggests
Saturday, December 19th from Noon  -1pm. as little as one-half teaspoon daily is all it takes to lower
Christmas Eve Service...  will be held at 10pm on December 24th. Please join triglycerides as much as 30 percent. Finally, recent studies
your brethren in a service of celebration as the Christ Candle is lit. have shown this common spice has the ability to block in-

Planning Ahead
Camp Representative and Supporter Luncheon at Camp Bethel... Saturday,
January 30, 12:00 -3:00, all Camp Representatives, pastors, youth leaders,
friends and supporters of Camp Bethel are encouraged to attend our Camp Rep
Luncheon. You do not have to be an oofficia
lunch in the Ark, wedll share and distribute
need to communicate Camp Bethel to your home congregations. RSVP by Janu-
ary 22 to reserve your free lunch, (540) 992  -2940 or campbethelof-
fice@yahoo.com

Pastor and Spouse Retreat...  Plans are being made for the 2010 Pastor and
Spouse Retreat. The retreat will be held at the Smith Mountain Lake 4 -H Cen-
ter in Wirtz, VA on February 19 -20, 2010. Watch here for further informa-

tion.



