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PASTOR MARYG6S PONDERI NGS

I love February! Somehow, in the midst of winter, after the excitement

and joy of Christmas, after celebrating
back to normal 6 days that f odphrticwlariyn t he
when thereds dwben hédmsbegwgi nning to wonde
endé. THEN comes Februaryéwith bright red
reminding us of |l ove and I|life at itds co
brate amidst the topic of |l ove throughou
about February?!?

Now, granted, | may be a bit bi ased
day month, and | get to celebrate yet an
midst of winter to be warmed by all the talk and extra expressions of love? Even
for us single folks who doné6t have a pri
the love we see in others even as we find ways to express our love to our children
and friends that bring love to us in non-romantic ways. In fact, maybe we have
more freedom to delve into the meaning of love than those who are in a primary
love relationship, because the celebration of love that February encourages is
romantic love, which is wonderful, but not the whole story by any means. In
fact, | would suggest that limiting our February celebration of love to romantic
love, whether we are part of a couple or not, would make even that celebration
less meaningful than it could be.

Let us make February time to remember that God is the Source of all
love. In fact, God IS love. Wherever there is love, there is God. How do you see
God in your love relationships? Are you aware that God is in and among you
and your spouse and without Godds presen
love is waning, could it be because your relationship has forgotten its Source? Do
you regularly worship together? Thatds
presence 8 Love itself. A standing Sunday Morning date to focus together on
God, the source of all love, yours included, nurtures each of you, as it does both
of you. At the very least, when you come to worship together, you have a
shared experience in the midst of persons who care for each of you, and that adds

its own Love dimension.
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Jesussaid, 0 As t he Father has | oved me, so |
just as | have kept my Fatherds commandmen
things to you so that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be complete. This is
my commandment, that you love one another as | have lovefgion.15:9-12]

Paul wrote the familiar words about love in I Corinthians 13. His
words speak about every kind of love, because he is talking about the impor-
tance of God & Love - in our lives. In fact, if you read this chapter and substitute
the word 0Goddé for the word oLove,déd you ma
your understanding of God, and the practical ways of Love.

Grant ed, any month is a good time to f
love. You see, they ARE inseparable, because God IS love. February just makes
it easier because 0l ove talké is all aroun
|l ove God, we know wedre also doing 0God ta

love, so we get double the growth and pleasure, knowing that to love another is
also to love God. That makes Love all the more delicious.

So whatdés not to |ike about February?!
in Love. Besi des, March foll ows, bringing
another subjecit et st baskebmuatys opportuni
into Godo6és gift and Being of Love.

Pastor Mary

Church of the Brethren

TAPESTRY

Replenishment grants focus on restocking local food pantries  / 6/f you offer

your food to the hungry and satisfy the needs of the ar-

flicted, then your light shall rise in the darkness and

your gl oom be
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But the light of Epiphany is especially profound in the midst
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of darkness, and our modest Brethren light can make a notice-
able difference
call can be easier to hear. Like other people of goodwill, many

Brethren will undertake extra efforts to minister to the people

in their neighborhoods.
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To add moral and practical support to this work, the Church

of the Brethren is offering 100 matching grants to congrega-

tions that make their own gifts to local food pantries and soup

kitchens. For such shoestring operations January can be truly

bleak, since they tend to be forgotten once Christmas gift

giving is over.
churchos
Fund.
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This is one way the Church of the Brethren is joining
with others through Christian Churches Together, a di-
verse group of Christian, to make a visible difference in
the fight against poverty.

CCT includes five families of faith: mainline protestant,
historic black, orthodox, Roman Catholic, and Pentecos-
tal. Each member of CCT is addressing poverty in a spe-
cific way between Thanksgiving 2008 and Easter 2009.
The hope is that millions of Christians acting together
will not only provide real assistance to people who need
it but will al so calll t he
problem of poverty.

Food pantries and soup kitchens are just a start, of

cour se, and Easter canot be

domestic poverty as a major challenge long before the
financial crisis hit; now the needs are even greater.

But Epiphany is the celebration of God made manifest
in Jesus Christ, of God with us. In darkness we see light;
in adversity we see hope. The US church will come
through this time with a new kind of hardiness. We will
discover that the church is revitalized most when the fo-
cus is beyond ourselves i that is, when we are out doing
the work of Jesus.

fi Wendy McFadden,

Publisher of Messenger

If you wish to donate to the
Cloverdale Church of the Breth-
ren Food Pantry, please write
the check to Daleville Church of
the Brethren by February 22nd.
Please mark your check for the Food Pantry. We will
write a check directly to Cloverdale on your behalf and
request a matching grant that will go directly to Clover-
dale. By doing this, your donations are doubled

S AT
A thank you was received

from On Earth Peace for
our Witness contribution.

Thank you for ex ﬁrY%§rS|gr]thooeq
love in such a thoughtful way. The | ers, returning soldiers and
lovely poinsettia is a beautiful re- their families, children at
flection of your love and concern | | ¢&MP. éncouragement to

. Israeli and Palestinian
for which we are most grateful. peacemakers, and sUpport-
With our love and appreciation, ing pastors in strengthening

their congreg
standing of peace.
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Wilbur and Virginia Newcomb

Bob Gross

w

To the Daleville Congregation,

Thank you for the lovely Christmas gift of

It is a special privilege for David and | to share in min-
istry and worship at Daleville.

Thankfully,

Doris Jones
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GETTING TO KNOW YOU

Monthly Feature Column by Gerry Minter

Mary Iva Kyle Baker

Mary was born in Pocahontas
County WVa on Nov. 15, 1918.( Her father
said she was a smart cookie because she
waited until the War was over to be born.
The Armistice was signed on Nov. 11 and
she was born 4 days later.)  She was the
fourth in line of 5 brothers and sisters, all
deceased. Mary always bragged about
what good parents she had.

She attended one year at Eagle Rock High School . She took
one year off to cut pulpwood with her father. There were no chain
saws in those days; they used atwo  -person crosscut saw. Then
Mary returned to school at  Fincastle High where she graduated in
1938 ('the only person in her family to graduate from high school.)
Mary was an art editor of the yearbook, along with her sister,
Gertrude. A poem written by Mary was used in the school publica-
tion and she received an award. The illustrations were done by Mary
and Gertrude and were very professional. ( When this writer looked
at the yearbook there was Mary, and quite a cute girl, she was,too. |
also saw Robert Layman's picture. He was quite a handsome young
man). Around this time in her life, she rode a horse to Fincastle for
groceries. Quite a cowgirl!!!

When Mary was about 15 she did a rather daring thing for
one so young. Murline Baker, her future sister -in-law, was not doing
well in school and she threatened to run away. Being kind, Mary and
a friend Ruth Wiley, did not want her to run away alone, so the
three hitchhiked to WVa. They decided, after a short time, that this
idea was not a very good one so they returned home. Pretty
SPUNKY wasn't she?

Mary and Edgar C. Baker grew up on adjoining farms on
North Fork, outside Fincastle. They were married in 1940 at the
Cloverdale CoB parsonage. They moved into her present home in

1947. Three sons were born to them: Ed, Mike and Patrick. She has
several grandchildren and great  -grandchildren. Her granddaughter
Julie is expecting a child in April. Mary did not learn to drive until
she was older and loves to tell that she got her drivers permit the
same year as Todd, her first grandson.

An avid reader, Mary enjoyed many types of fiction and non
fiction. The library was one of her favorite stops. Being a wife and
mother, however, were always her first priorities.

She and Ed always had a big garden and she enjoyed canning, es-
pecially tomatoes.

"Potato digging day" was a family event involving children and
grandchildren. At home Mary was the hostess and cook for count-
less Sunday dinners, Christmas and Thanksgiving meals. Her potato
salad is "famous" and often requested at potlucks. She was a seam-
stress and made or mended clothes for many customers over the
years. She also loved to quilt and made 3 cathedral quilts,one for
each of her children and their families.Always willing to babysit, she
was inventive with finding or making toys such as forts, tents, etc.
The children loved for her to read to them( still a favorite pas-
time) and she did sketches and drawings for their enjoyment. ( She
still does that today and is good at it.)

When Mary started attending Daleville CoB she became quite in-
volved with the Ladies Aide (circle) and the friendships and fellow-
ship there are fond memories for her.Her sister, Gertrude, was a
regular member of the circle, as well. Mary kept the nursery during
Sunday School and is known by many as Memaw. She loved the chil-
dren and they loved her.

Daughter -in-law Joann says of Mary: She always made all of us feel
loved and welcome.Always was fair, honest and hardworking. She
often said she wanted to leave this world knowing she did not owe
anybody anything.She has always been a Giver, wanting the best for
everyone else. A good example is that when her parents moved into
a house in Fincastle, she did their washing and ironing for 20 years.
She appreciated her parents and showed her love in this way.

Mary enjoys the friendship of Frieda Hiner and Helen Dalton as
they go to lunch and on excursions on Sundays. They miss their old
friends, Fontaine and Inez, who were in their close group. These
friendships stand the test of time. A good example to the rest of us.

Mary is a loved and honored member of Daleville CoB. We hope to
enjoy many more years with you, Mary. God Bless You.!!!

(Please check out Maryd6s poem on 1pa



JOKE PAGE

Three people were visiting and viewing the Grand
Canyon -- an artist, a pastor and a cowboy. As
they stood on the edge of that massive abyss,
each one responded with a cry of exclamation.
The artist said, "Ah, what a beautiful scene to paint!" The
minister cried, "What a wonderful example of the handiwork

of God!" The cowboy mused, "What a terrible place to lose a
cow!"

T

1 The Reverend Billy Graham tells of a time
early in his ministry when he arrived in a

Y% small town to preach a sermon. Wanting to
mail a letter, he asked a young boy where
the post office was. When the boy had told

him, Dr. Graham thanked him and said, "If

you'll come to the Church this evening, you can hear me tell-

ing everyone how to get to Heaven."

"I don't think I'll be there," the boy said. "You don't even
know your way to the post office."

ﬂ A pastor is walking down the street one day when
Lt he notices a very small boy trying to press a

-
f fﬂ" « doorbell on a house across the street. However,
ﬂ!h“ ~ the boy is very small and the doorbell is too high
for him to reach.

After watching the boys efforts for some time, the pastor
moves closer to the boy's position. He steps smartly across
the street, walks up behind the little fellow and, placing his
hand kindly on the child's shoulder leans over and gives the
doorbell a solid ring.

Crouching down to the child's level, the pastor smiles benevo-
lently and asks, "And now what, my little man?"

To which the boy replies, "Now we run!"
14

IMPORTANT DATES FOR 2009

These dates are from Church Board Retreat.

Date

Feb. 15th
Mar 13 -14
March 28th
April 4th
Apr 9th

Apr 10th
Apr 12th
Apr 19th
May 3rd
May 7th
May 10th
May 17th
June 19 -21
June 25 -30
July 19th
Aug 9th
Sept 20th
Oct 3rd
Oct 4th

Oct 18th
Nov 22nd
Dec 13th
Dec 24th
Dec 25th

Mark your Calendars!

Event

Blanket Sunday and CDC Potluck

Pilgrimage Weekend at Camp Bethel

All Church Workday 9 -noon
Camp Bethel Workday 7:30am

Love Feast and Communion 6:30pm
Good Friday Worship

Easter and Communion
Congregational Business Meeting
Second annual Virtual BBQ
Mother/Daug Banquet at Teaburys
Mot her 6s Day
Deaconds Meeting

Natl Jr. Hi Conf in Harrisonburg

Annual Conference in San Diego

Congregational Business Meeting

Outdoor Worship at Troutville Park
Intl Day of Prayer for Peace
Heritage Day at Camp Bethel
Love Feast and Communion
Congregational Business Meeting
Commitment Sunday

Cantata and Christmas Dinner

Christmas Eve Service

Christmas

o the birth of our Savior

after

Wo



Pilgrimage

FaithQuest for Adults

Do you have questions about God and what it means to be a Christian?
Are you searching for a more meaningful prayer life? Do you struggle with
how to |ive out your
weekend of study, reflection, and sharing centered on questions of faith and
spirituality!

The Pilgrimage retreat is a spirifilled experience for adults of all ages (18
-?) who want to explore their relationship with God Pilgrimage is..an op-
portunity for you to share and learn with others as we journey together on
the road to a deeper spirituality and commitment. Three basic themes will
be explored during the weekend:

Fridayii Discovering Self
As Pilgrims, we are asked to look at our own person and to realize that we
are important because we are children of God, created and loved by God!

Saturdayii Discovering God

Our activities will help us to focus on our image of who God is and how
God communicates with us and all of creation. We will discover that our
faith in God cannot be understood apart from our relationship with others.
Our discussions and worship times will call us to see our place in our small
and large communities.

Sundayi Discovering Our Relationship With Others
We are invited to become part of the support system which will enable us

to do Godds work in this worl d. As
to take what we have learned about ourselves, one another and our God, and

put them into practice by living out a Christian lifestyle.

Christian faith

WHEN: March 13-15, 2009

Registration begins at 6:30 PM on Friday evening. The retreat ends at

4:30 PM on Sunday.

WHERE: Camp Bethel

WHAT TO BRING: Bedroll or sleeping bag, personal items, towel
and washcloth, your Bible, pen, and a willingness to learn and share
with others.

REGISTRATION INFORMATION

Cost of the retreat is $1258cholarships are available. Complete the
following registration form and send it along with a $20 registration fee
to the Virlina District Office by February 13, 2009. Early registration is
encouraged as space is limite@he nature of this retreat requires your
participation in the entire weekend. Make Pilgrimage a priority in 2009!

PILGRIMAGE XllIl REGISTRATION FORM

Complete and send with $20 nerefundable registration fee by Febru-
ary 13, 2009 to: Virlina District Office, 300 Hershberger Rd., NW, Roa-
noke VA 24012. Make checks payable to Virlina District.

NAME PHONE# (__ )

ADDRESS CITY

ZIP AGE M ORF
CONGREGATION

SPECIAL DIETARY/OTHER
NEEDS -

MAIL ADDRESS

PILGRIMAGE COVENANT
| understand that Pilgrimage is a spirituality retreat that requires the
full participation and cooperation of each person involved. | covenant
to bring to Pilgrimage a willingness to share, a desire to deepen my
spirituality, and an openness to new ideas and expressions of faith.

13



12

Poem
By Mary Kyle (Baker)
1934 -1935

We're only lowly freshmen
Our hearts are green as gall.
The higher -ups in High School

don't speak to us at all.

They tied our hair in ribbons,
we carried books all day.
"There goes a green old freshman

They always seemed to say".

If we could just be juniors
We'd sure be satisfied.
We'd know before much longer

How Seniors hold their pride.

When we march in to chapel
They look at us! Oh Hum!
Here come those green old freshmen.

My, isn't that bunch dumb.

There'll be a time a coming
although it may be late.
When they will stand and cheer us,

The Seniors of Thirty -Eight!

UPCOMING EVENTS

De aconds isMe&edulddfogSunday, February 1st at 12:10
immediately after worship.

Choir Practice..will be held each Wednesday night beginning at
7pm.

Wo me n 6 s \@lrneet pn.Thursday, February 5, at 6:30pm at
Red Palace Valley View.

Church Board Executive Committee.meets on Monday, February
9th at 6:30pm in the Meeting Room.

Blanket Sunday and CDC Potluck.will be on Sunday, February
15th. Please plan to attend worship and the potluck that day with
your Daleville brothers and sisters. Spread love throughout the
world with your blanket offerings.

Movie Night at the Carters..will be held the 2nd Tuesday of each

month. The movie is O0Something the

February 10th. This movie tells the emotional true story of two
men who defied the rules of their time to launch a medical revolu-
tion, set against the backdrop of the Jim Crow South.

Tuesday Morning Bible Study.begins again on Tuesday, February
3rd at District Office.

Tuesday Evening Bible Study.meets each Tuesday except the 2nd
Tuesday at 7pm in the Meeting Room.

Sow the Seed Scholarship Banquetill be held at Camp Bethel on
Friday, February 27th, at 6:30 p.nmPlant seeds of HOPE in the

lives of needy children and youth! Come enjoy a night of fine din-
ing, entertainment and the chance to help a child attend camp for
experiential Christian education. At $40 per person, all costs and
donations from the evening go directly to camp scholarships for
needy children. RSVP by Feb 20 to camp.bethel@juno.com or 540
9922940. Payments accepted in advance or at the table. "... and
whoever sows generously will also reap generoush2"Corinthians
9:6

Lo



january SCRIPTURES

DUNKER COLUMN AND SERMONS

H. STOVER KULP

18941964 Feb. -
Psalm 111; Mark 1:21 -28;
I Cor. 8:1 -13
AWho will you amaze?9d
Harold Stover Kulp (Stover) was born near
Pottstown, PA. and received his education at Juni- )
. . . . Feb. 8:
ata College, the University of Pennsylvania, Univer- .
. . . Isaiah 40:21 -31
sity of London, and Hartford Theological Semi-
nary. Mark 1:29 -39
iToo cool for miraclesqo

Stover Kulp taught school and held two short pastorates before
embarking on the career for which he is best known among the Breth- Feb. 15:
ren: missionary to Nigeria. He married Ruth Royer who was also study- Psalm 30:
ing in London to become a missionary. Ruth joined her husband in Ni- Lev.13:1 -2, 44 -46; Mark 1:40 - 45
geria after completing her studies in 1923. In 1924 Ruth and her infant fivyearning to be healed?p
son died of dysentery.

On furlough in London, Stover met missionary Christina Feb. 22:
Masterson, whom he married in 1926. Together they began work among Psalm 50:1 - 6;
the Marghi. Christina was an accomplished musician and contributed Mark 9:2 -9
many hymns to the Bura and Marghi hymnals; Christina died in 1952. AiThe Holy is with usbo

Stover was a distinguished churchman, educator and adminis-
trator until his retirement in 1964. He was responsible for opening
Brethren missionary work in Garkida, Dille, Lassa, and Mubi, and LAUGHTER
served as the first president of the Nigerian Council of Churches.

Since Stover Kulp was also an amateur linguist, he created a AiHe who | aughs mb dohnCleése ar t
written system for the Bura and Marghi languages and translated part
of the Bible and educational materials . iThe most wasted of al | d

His recognition and appreciation went far beyond Brethren cir- 8 EE Cummings
cles. He was presented the medal of the Royal African Society of Eng-
land for his service in Africa. When he died on October 12, 1964, the . ) ) )
people whom he had served honored him with a traditional ancestral AfLaughter i s and MiiswBelmt vacati on.
funeral, thus claiming him as their own.

AA man i sndt poor 0 iRaymdneHitchaosk st i | |

Karen S. Carter (Based on the Brethren Encyclopedia)
Ailn the sweetness of friendship |
pleasures. For in the dew of little things the heart finds its morning
and i s r &fKadilGibad . 0
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for Health & Wellness

By Dorothy Shumate

Researchers at the National Institutes of Alter-
native and Complementary Medicine at the
National Instances of Health report that a
number of studies show that dark chocolate

may improve high blood pressure and blood

found in cocoa. Catechins are chemicals

==
ties known
and reduce in-

pertension O
flammation. The effects of co-

coa on car- diovascular benefits

vessel function ébecause of the catechins

with potent antioxidant proper-

to improve hy-

are well known. These compounds are also
being studied for their beneficial effects on in-
sulin resistance. In one large study of elderly
men, subjects who drank cocoa with dark
chocolate daily lived longer than other men
even when other risk factors were present.
Studies using milk chocolate did not show

similar benefits.

E R I B B B I I B B B R R B B R R I R B B B B B e R R B B B

HIGHLIGHTS OF 2008
As compiled by Church Board Retreat January 10th

In no particular order

International Day of Prayer for Peace
Vacation Bible School

Beckyds Leadership
Cantata ¢
Sunday School

Bible Studies
Outdoor Service

New Sign
Shepherding Program
Sound System

Small Groups QA/; j@%
Christmas Decorations

Altar Committee LCQ’
Improved Acolyte Program

Combined Love Feast

Emilyds work in Library and
Stewardship Sermons

New Secretary

Sermons

Roof Paid Down

Heritage Day

Yard Sale

Two to Young Adult Conference in Estes Park, CO

Men fixed waterline

CROP

Annual Conference

Moderator for 2009 from our church

National Older Adult Conference in Lake Junaluska, NC
District Conference

Heritage Display

Generosity

Caring for each other




