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DALEVILLE NEWS 
1540 Valley Rd, PO Box 85, Daleville VA 24083 

540-992-2042       www.dalevillecob.org  
 

MAY 2009 

PASTOR MARYõS PONDERINGS 

      Edwin Way Teale wrote: òThe worldõs favorite season is the spring. 

         All things are possible in May.ó 

     Solomon wrote in his Song:  òéfor now the winter is past, the rain is over 

and gone.  The flowers appear on the earth, and the voice of the turtledove 

is heard in our land.  The fig tree puts forth its figs, and the vines are in 

blossom, they give forth fragrance.ó      

    [Song of Solomon 2:11-13b] 

 

     Ahéthe month of Mayéthe epitome of springtimeéa time of hopeé.with 

new life, leaves and shoots sprouting up and out all around uséand longer 

days to enjoy it all.  What a month!  Somehow, springtime brings a feeling 

of infinite possibilities with visions of easier summer days beginning to 

dance through our headsé.ah, May!  Why canõt it last all year? 

    Ahéthe month of Mayéthe height of allergy season for so manyéwith 

the lure of sunny days and warm breezes just a door away to enjoyéif only 

they could.  Lawns to mow and gardens to plantéif only everyone could 

breathe freely and take it alléah, the month of Mayéthank God that it 

doesnõt last all year! 

    Such is life.  What seems so wonderful to some of us brings misery to 

others, so how shall we sort it out?  Or, more importantly, how do we live in 

loving community with such divergent viewpoints and experiences without 

constantly being at odds?  Some of us wishing this springtime would last 

longeréwhile others are counting the days until the pollen is gone.  How do 

we live together with these and other differences?  

    Itõs not just the weather on which we differ.  Consider the two ball 

teams, each pausing to pray before the game - for victory.  When they pray 

for victory, they implicitly also pray that the other team loseséand vice 

versa.   Whatõs a  loving God to do?   Mark Twain points out in his òWar 

Prayeró even a more dastardly scenario, that when soldiers pray for victory 

before a battle, they are in fact praying that others are killed and suffer 

more than they.  Whatõs a loving God to do?    
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 Jesus spoke very directly about how we are to live with differences when 

he said the two greatest commandments are to love God òwith all your heart, and 

with all your soul and with all your mind,ó and òlove your neighbor as your-

self.ó  [Matthew 22:37, 39]  So when we differ with another, because we love God 

more than ourselves, we would not ask God to take sides!  And. because we strive to 

love others as ourselves, we would not pray for God help us if answering that prayer 

meant hurting others.  We love God by not asking God to take sides when we differ 

with others.        

      The good news is that God loves all who pray, so we can rest assured that God 

can and will handle even our òpick me, pick MEó prayers, and certainly more lovingly 

than any of us, even on our best days.  Still, I believe that God is always cheering us 

on to grow in our loving, and we are blessed when we continue to work for ways to 

love others, especially when we differ in our desires, our opinionséeven in our con-

flicting prayers.  

 This springtimeéthis monthéwhen everything seems new and possible, 

perhaps we should pause during our day to give thanks for all that we have to enjoyé

the emerging beauty from wherever we have to view it safely, even as we give 

thanks for those who dare to brave going outside just to be with us and the meds 

that ease their misery.  Instead of praying that we win a game, let us give thanks 

for all on both teams who are developing skills and playing their best, instead of 

setting our sights on òdefeatingó another person or team in the process.  And in the 

matter of facing battles, if we honestly prayed for our enemyõs welfare  - as Jesus 

taught us to do ð then weõd not want to be the ones to inflict suffering or death on 

them, would we?  In all of these, differences are minimized and love grows in all of 

us. 

 Each day offers us possibilities for 

new life and new ways ð whether it is in May or 

September.  But it is the time of year to decide 

what we will òplantó in our daily actions so that 

what we òreapó in the months ahead will have 

nourished our souls, not damaged or hampered 

them from the new growth that both springtime 

AND Jesusõ way of living offer. 

 Kahil Gibran left some good advice 

when he wrote, òBe like a flower and turn your 

face to the sun.ó  A lovely thought that can be 

made even better for Christians if we remember 

Jesusõ teachings and then òbe like a flower and 

turn our face to the Son!ó  When we do that, the 

rest will spring into place.  

 

Pastor Mary  
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5 FINGER PRAYER 

 

This is so neat and beautiful ðand it is surely 

worth making the 5 finger prayer a part of our 

lives.  

 

1.  Your thumb is nearest you.  So begin your 

prayers by praying for those closest to you.  

They are the easiest to remember.  To pray 

for our loved ones is, as C.S. Lewis said, a 

ñsweet dutyò. 

2.  The next finger is the pointing finger.  

Pray for those who teach, instruct, and 

heal.  This includes teachers, doctors, and 

ministers.  They need support and wisdom in 

pointing others in the right direction.  

Keep them in your prayers.  

3.  The next finger is the tallest finger.  It 

reminds us of our leaders.  Pray for the 

president, leaders in business and industry, 

and administrators.  These people shape our 

nation and guide public opinion.  They need 

Godôs guidance. 

4.  The fourth finger is our ring finger.  Sur-

prising to many is the fact that this is our 

weakest finger, as any piano teacher will 

testify.  It should remind us to pray for 

those who are weak, in trouble or in pain.  

They need your prayers day and night.  You 

cannot pray too much for them.  

5.  And lastly comes our little finger ðthe 

smallest finger of all which is where we 

should place ourselves in relation to God 

and others. As the Bible says, ñThe least 

shall be the greatest among you.ò  Your 

pinkie should remind you to pray for your-

self.  By the time you have prayed for the 

other four groups, your own needs will be 

put into proper perspective and you will be 

able to pray for yourself more effectively.  
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A SPECIAL KIND OF LOVE  
Written by Virginia Ann Burgess Newcomb  

 

 
 
 
 

It seems that my dear mother 
Was sent from heaven above; 
Otherwise, how could she have 
HIS special kind of love? 
 
A self-denying kind of love  
In which she does without  
So the wishes of her children 
Will not be left in doubt.  
 
A sympathetic kind of love,  
Even when sternness is due; 
Never punishment without the 
words,  
òThis hurts me more than you.ó 
 
An unconditional kind of love  
Dwells within her heart;  
Regardless of the things you do, 
Sheõll neõer from you depart. 

An always -caring kind of love  
With worries ñquite a few; 
A problem in her family  
Becomes her problem, too. 
 
An ever-giving kind of love  
Prompted from within;  
There seems to be a gnawing urge 
To give and give again. 
 
An understanding kind of love  
Which strengthens with each year; 
It picks you up when you are down  
And wipes away a tear.  
 
How could any mother  
To her family give so much,  
Unless she came from heaven 
And by Our God was touched?  
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VIRTUAL CHICKEN 

BBQ 

2nd Annual Event  

                     May 3, 2009  

 

 Letôs save a chicken (or 500 

chickens) again this year.  It is time 

for our 2nd annual Virtual Chicken 

BBQ.   

 Please consider how much time 

you spent during real chicken BBQs, 

the tickets you bought, and the des-

serts you made for the bake sale.  

Give whatever your budget allows ða 

pledge card is in your mail folder at 

church or write a check to Daleville 

CoB and designate it ñChicken BBQò.   

 Thanks to all ðthe proceeds will 

go to patching the parking lot and 

paying down the roof loan.  
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GETTING TO KNOW YOU  

Monthly Feature Column by Gerry Minter 

   

 

 VIRGINIA ANN BURGESS NEWCOMB  

WILBUR LEE NEWCOMB  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

   Virginia Ann Burgess Newcomb was born in Eagle Rock, Va. May 25, 1934 to 
Catherine Zimmerman Burgess and George Grafflin Burgess, Sr. Her siblings 
included: George ( deceased), Ellen Jane ( deceased), Betty, Patsy and Kitty.  

   She attended Eagle Rock School graduating in 1951. She graduated from 
Longwood College in 1955. In Roanoke she taught fourth grade at Round Hill 
Elementary for most of her 34 years, retiring in 1989. Fourth grade was a good 
grade to teach. 

    During her teaching years, for relaxation, Virginia started writing poetry. 
Over the years she has written quite a number. However, she decided not to 
publish her works. As special gifts to her sisters and other relatives, she made 
printed books which are impressive.  

    Her love of golf came along after retirement. A fond memory is when she 
participated in a Camp Bethel tournament at the Botetourt Country Club. The 
others in her foursome were, Dan Barnum-Steggerda, Tony Kelly and the late 
Carter Webb. They were kind and fun to play golf with. She plays some when 
she has time to do it now. As she can tell you, it can be a dangerous sport. She 
was hit by a stray golf ball and had her wrist broken. It did not take away the 
joy of playing.  

   Wilbur Lee Newcomb was born in Eagle Rock, Va. on October 25, 1929 to 
Woody and Pearl Hill Newcomb. Wilbur has one sister, Phyllis Alexander and 
her husband Clayton . They have two sons who are at Roanoke Cement.  Pearl 
Newcomb had a twin sister, Mearl, who married Wilbur's dad's brother. Their 
daughter, Joyce Lawson, was like a sister to Wilbur, as they were double first 
cousins and were always together. 
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He attended Eagle Rock School, graduating in 1947. As his father did before him, 

Wilbur worked at C&O Railroad as a timekeeper on the James River Division. They 

lived in camp cars while doing their work from Clifton Forge to Gladstone.  

   In October 1949 Wilbur came down with polio and was in Roanoke Memorial Hos-

pital for 4 1/2 months. After leaving the hospital, he was at Woodrow Wilson Rehab 

at Fishersville for a year for therapy and to learn a trade. He chose radio and TV.  He 

went back to work at the Railroad for two years until he took a job with Bluefield 

Hardware in Roanoke in January 1953. He had 27 years of service when he retired in 

1979.  While he was working he took courses at VPI.  Shortly after retiring, he took a 

position as an instructor of inmates at the Botetourt Correctional Unit in Troutville. 

He was there for 10 years, until 1989.  

   Now for the joined lives of Virginia and Wilbur. He was several years ahead of Vir-

ginia in school and so they did not know each other really well. Later, Virginia's 

grandmother decided that Wilbur was just perfect for Virginia and   she saw to it that 

they became re-acquainted. 

   They dated and were married at Eagle Rock Methodist Church on Feb. 2, 1958. They 

lived in Roanoke in an apartment off Williamson Road for two years until they built 

the house they now live in and moved to Daleville in 1960.  

    At the time of their move they were, (and still are) members at Eagle Rock Method-

ist. They have visited at Daleville CoB and have become more regular as the years go 

on. 

   They have, in the past been involved in small groups. As Wilbur's health has per-

mitted, they have been active. He has Post-Polio Syndrome and it has been more dif-

ficult to do what he once did. Over the years, he enjoyed hunting, camping and boat-

ing. He and Virginia did quite a lot of these things when they both were still working. 

These days her sisters and their families get together for BIG fish fries and at all the 

holidays. They enjoy their families and friends.  

   One of Wilbur's most favorite pastimes was researching the lands in the county. He 

knows the history of most of the area around us and spent much time at the court-

house doing research. He drew maps and is called on for information along these 

lines. He is a good source for information about a lot of subjects. I always enjoy a visit 

with him and Virginia.  

   Virginia says about Daleville CoB:   I like the people there. I appreciate the way they 

care for each other. The music is a major part of the worship for me. Casey does such 

a good job in the selection , planning and her leadership of the music.  Even with the 

small number in the choir, they always sound good.  

   We hope there will be many more years for us to worship with Virginia and Wilbur 

at Daleville CoB. 
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DUNKER COLUMN 

 

 

 

 

Martin Brumbaugh - Educator, Author, 
Governor  

1862 - 1930 

 

Martin Brumbaugh was a many talented man. He received 
his education at what is now Juniata College in both English and 
in the sciences. Later he served as Juniataõs president. Already at 
the age of 22, he was elected to a six year term as superintendent 
of Huntingdon County Schools, also conducting summer teach-
ersõ institutes in Louisiana during this time. He returned to com-
plete his education at Harvard University and the University of 
Pennsylvania, earning and MA and Ph.D., the first among the 
Brethren to hold such an advanced degree.  Seven honorary de-
grees were also awarded him. 

Brumbaugh was also the author of several books, writing 
teachers manuals, works on education theory and Christian edu-
cation, and a major work, A History of the German Baptist Brethren 
in Europe and America, published in 1899. In his home congrega-
tion, in Huntingdon, he was elected minister. After 1902 he was 
an active member of the Philadelphia First Church of the Breth-
ren. At Annual Meeting he was a respected and popular speaker. 

 More unusual for Brethren is the fact that he also was in-
volved in the political scene. President McKinley appointed him 
the first Commissioner of Education for Puerto Rico where he 
served as acting president of the Puerto Rican Senate. 
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   During his tenure as superintendent of Philadelphia 

schools, beginning in 1906, the school system added physical 
education, manual trades instructions, night school and voca-
tional training. He started the first playground association in 
the city and served on the State Board of Education. 

Out of the desire to serve the people of his state, Mar-
tin Brumbaugh declared his candidacy for governor in 1914, 
won the election by a large majority, and was inaugurated in 
January, 1915. In true Brethren fashion he did not take the 
oath of office but affirmed to perform his duties faithfully.  
Some Brethren criticized him for his involvement in politics.  

Although he was unable to realize all of his campaign 
promises, through subsequent legislation his child labor laws 
of 1915 brought sweeping changes for the welfare of children: 
It established the minimum age at 14, the educational level at 
6th grade, excluded children from night work and dangerous 
occupations. It also created a nine hour work day and a fifty -
one hour work week.  

After leaving public office, Brumbaugh continued his 
career as  educator and served as Juniataõs president for the 
second time. 

  

Karen S. Carter (excerpted from The Brethren Encyclopedia) 

 

 

RESCUE MISSION WISH LIST FOR MAY 

Peanut Butter & Jelly 

Salt and Pepper 
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MOTHER AND DAUGHTER BANQUET  
 

   Our Mother and Daughter banquet will be held this 
year on Thursday, May 7th at 6:30pm at Camp Bethel.  
The dinner will be $12.00 each and the menu will in-

clude: chicken breasts in lemon sauce, gratin 
potatoes, broccoli with cheese, corn, tossed 

salad, coconut cream pie, and drinks.  

   Dava Hensley, the pastor of First 
Church of the Brethren in Roanoke, 
will have the program.  She will keep 

us laughing with her jokes as she de-
clares that laughter has healing power 
and is the best medicine.  

   We look forward to an enjoyable eve-
ning together.  

 

NATIONAL OLDER ADULT CONFERENCE  
   Lake Junaluska will be the site for the National Older 
Adult Conference (NOAC) again this year.  It will be held 
September 7 -11, 2009.  ñLegacies of WisdomðWeaving 
Old and Newò is the conference theme.  If youôre 50 or 
older, this is the conference for you ðwhat a delight it is.  
There is a mixture of recreation, meditation, worship, 
and workshops for you to choose.  Lake Junaluska is 
beautiful.  There is registration information in the office 
or you can register at www.brethren.org/NOAC .  What 
are the legacies of our Church of the Brethren heritage 
that we yearn to pass on to future generations?  What 
wisdom, values, and faith can we weave together in a 
tapestry of blessing?  How do we reclaim the treasures 
of the past while creating new possibilities for our fami-
lies, our church, and our world?   Come join the conver-
sation.  
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MAY SCRIPTURES  

AND SERMONS  

May 3    Matthew 5:46-48; 1 John 3:16-18; 4:7-21 

        òLetõs Talk About Loveó 

May 10     Motherõs Day 

     Psalm 1; 1 John 3:18-24 

        òLessons learned from Jesusõ Momó 

May 17         Psalm 100 

    òMake A Joyful Noiseó ð A service of hymns, 

        songs and a few words. 

May 24        Pastor Mary on vacation 

    Guest Speaker:  

May 31        Pentecost 

    Ezekiel 37:1-14; Acts 2:1-21 

     òHoly Spirit MovinõéYou?ó  

CHURCH YARD SALE  

 

 A Church Yard Sale is scheduled for Saturday, May 

30th from 8am until Noon (or when the crowds leave).  As 

you do your spring cleaning and sorting, please bring items 

that you wish to donate to the old Scout Room in the base-

ment of the church.   

 In addition to your offerings, we want and need your 

help to set up on May 29th and to work the yard sale on May 

30th.  Please contact Lisa Pielocik before she contacts you 

asking for help!  Proceeds will be used to fund some Stew-

ards obligations.  Thanks for your donations and your help!! 
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Corner        for Health & Wellness 

By Dorothy Shumate 

MANAGEMENT OF MOTION SICKNESS 

Nothing can spoil a cruise like motion sickness.  Fortu-

nately, there are a number of steps you can take to prevent and 

treat it.  Motion sickness is commonly treated with over -the -

counter antihistamines such as Dimenhydrinate (Dramamine),  

Meclizine  (Antivert, Bonine), and Diphenhydramine (Benadryl).  

It is best to take these medicines 30 minutes to an hour before 

leaving.  Another good option is a prescription Scopolamine 

patch (Scop) applied behind the ear.  

Some other precautions:  

Avoid greasy or spicy foods.  Avoid cigarette smoke.  Drink 

plenty of water.  Avoid drinking large amounts of alcohol the 

evening before you travel.  Avoid reading, if that tends to bring 

on motion sickness.  

 

If you do become seasick,  try standing up and looking 

out over the horizon.  Motion sickness happens when what you 

see is at odds with the messages sent to your brain from the in-

ner ear(which senses balance) and the position sensors in 

the muscles and joints.  Standing and looking at the 

horizon helps the brain mesh all these 

signals and orient itself to the move-

ment of the ship.  (This is according 

to article entitled Taking A Cruise by 

Robert S. Dinsmoor which appeared in 

the March/April 2009 issue of  Arthritis 

Self-Management).  
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Choir Practice... will be held each Wednesday night beginning at 7pm.   

District Ministry and Mission Conference éwill be held on Saturday, May 

2nd at Peters Creek CoB.  The conference begins with registration at 

9am and Hymn Sing and Worship begins at 9:20am.  The day will conclude 

at 3pm.  

Older Adult Ministry... group will meet at the church on Monday, May 

4th at 2pm.  This group will be brainstorming about ways to meet the 

needs of the older adults in our community.  Please feel free to join us.  

Mother and Daughter Banquet... is scheduled for Thursday, May 7th at 

6:30pm at Camp Bethel.  Dava Hensley, Pastor of Roanoke First Church is 

our guest speaker.  

Church Board... meets on Monday, May 11th  at 6:30pm in the Meeting 

Room.      

Tuesday Morning Bible Study... will meet each Tuesday at 10:30am at 

the District Office.  

Movie Night at the Carters... will meet at 7pm on Thursday, May 21st.  

This month, we will review òLadies in Lavenderó.   Future movie nights will 

be held on the third Thursday of each month, including summer months.  

All Church Yard Sale... is scheduled for Saturday, May 30th from 8am 

until Noon (or the crowds leave).  Please plan to donate your items, help 

with the yard sale, and shop!   

 

PLANNING AHEAD  

National Older Adult Conference... will be held at Lake Junaluska, NC 

September 7 -11, 2009.  The theme of this conference is òLegacies of 

WisdomñWeaving Old and Newó.  Please consider attending this confer-

ence for a retreat, relaxation, reflection, and recharging your batteries.  

There is more information in this newsletter.  

Annual Conference... will be held in San Diego June 25 -30, 2009.  The 

AC Moderator is David Shumate ñplease pray for him during the lead up 

time to conference and conference week.  Those attending from our 

church are David and Dorothy Shumate, Pastor Mary, and Sandra Bolton.   

 

 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS  


