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DALEVILLE NEWS 
1540 Valley Rd, PO Box 85, Daleville VA 24083 

540-992-2042       www.dalevillecob.org  
 

OCTOBER 2009 

PASTOR MARY’S PONDERINGS 

 Whose church is it anyway? 
 
 Sometimes we find ourselves looking at our church family – noticing 
who’s active and who is rarely there; who’s working hard at any task that needs 
doing and who never seems to find the time or the inclination to help do any-
thing other than drive to and attend worship.  Most of the time we are inspired 
by this community of faith, and alas, sometimes we are more aware than others 
of the great variety in commitment to the church – a church we all know and 
love.  When we find ourselves lamenting  that everyone is not like us – or assum-
ing that hardly anything would ever compel us to volunteer to do more than 
show up on an occasional Sunday, I find it helpful to be reminded of whose 
church it is and why we exist in the first place. 
 
 When Jesus was traveling around with his disciples, teaching them new 
things and revolutionary ways of relating to people – friend, religious folk and 
outcasts alike – he was sowing the seeds for the day he turned to Simon Peter – 
the most outspoken, impetuous, unpredictable, strong and sometimes bumbling 
former fisherman in the bunch – and proclaimed for all to hear: 
 
 “…I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my 

churchéó 
 
 And so it began.  And from the beginning the church was not Peter’s 
church – it was Jesus’ church!  Jesus said “I will build MY church…” and so he 
did and continues to do.   Note too, that Jesus didn’t begin his church on a cold, 
lifeless hunk of a geological rock , but on a “rock” of a person in whom he had 
full confidence because he had just proclaimed for all to hear: 
 

òYou are the Christ, the Son of the living God.ó 
 
 Jesus responded with “Blessed are you, Simon…for flesh and blood 

has not revealed this to you, but my Father who is in heaven.”  So it is that the 
church – Christ’s church - began because a very human being allowed God to 
work through him until he realized that Jesus was the Christ, the Son of the Liv-
ing God.  He dared to believe it and then he proclaimed it!  That was how the 
church began then, and how it continues to grow over 2009 years later. 

 
 Let us never forget, that the church – and every person in it – 

is here because they have proclaimed Jesus as Son of the Living God.  Jesus con-
tinues to call persons – with our help – into his church, into a relationship  
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through the living God.  And since God is alive, as is Jesus and his church – so too 
those of us who ARE the church must continue to grow into loving relationship 
with God and each other.  Some of us do that at a faster rate than others.  Some 
put in more energy into the task than others have yet to experience.  It’s a grow-
ing thing, just as is Christ’s church.  And none of us in the church are any more 
perfect than the “rock” on which it was built – that faithful fisherman who  
also betrayed Jesus three times; that strong believer that dared to walk to toward 
Jesus on the open sea who also took his eyes off Jesus and began to sink; that fei-
sty “gotta do it this way” disciples who learned that Jesus’ forgiveness was the 
grace of his life; who bumbled things up a few times, but also resonated with Je-
sus’ words to him so that kept growing himself in Christ’s  way.  But Jesus didn’t 
just start the church, he also proclaimed that day: 
 
 òI will build my church, and the powers of death shall not prevail 
against it.ó 
 

And so Jesus has and continues to do.  No matter how differently we are 
in our commitment to this congregation and our understanding of what that 
means for our time, our resources, our priorities, we must never forget that it is 
not our church, but Christ’s that we are building.  That doesn’t mean that we can 
sit back and let Jesus do all the work; it means that we are building our congrega-
tion with those whom Jesus has already called into relationship and service – and 
that we grow into full discipleship at different rates.  Jesus reminds us that each 
other person is here because of their belief in him.  We therefore, have an oppor-
tunity – no, a command – to love each person as we love ourselves – and to move 
outward in servanthood, prodding and commending, asking and receiving the 
gifts of all as we “continue the work of Jesus” as befitting members of his univer-
sal and local church that Jesus is building with us.  Thanks be to God! 

 

  

   Pastor Mary  
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2009 Crop Hunger Walk 
òShare with Godõs people who are in needéó 

 

When:  Sunday, October 11, 2009ñRegistration starting at 

 1:30pm; Walk starts at 2pm 

Where:  1st Presbyterian Church 

 2101 Jefferson St., SW, Roanoke, VA 

What:  Community Crop Walk through downtown Roanoke 

¶ Full Crop Walk Route 

¶ Handicap Route 

¶ Rocking for Hunger 

Please collect donations from your friends and family and plan to 
walk for Hunger. 

Northern Womenõs Fellowship Fall Rally 

  The Fall Rally of the Northern Area Womenõs 

Fellowship will be Tuesday, October 20th, in 

Heritage Lodge at Camp Bethel.  Registration 

begins at 9:30a.m.  Please plan to join them. 
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The Lord is My Shepherd 

   A Sunday School teacher decided to have her 2nd grade class 
memorize Psalm 23, one of the most quoted passages in the Bible. 
She gave the children a month to learn the chapter. 
   One little boy was excited about the task, but he just couldn't 
memorize the Psalm. Although he practiced and practiced, he could 
hardly get past the first line. The day came for the children to recite 
Psalm 23 before the congregation. The little boy was nervous. 
When his turn came, he stepped up to the microphone and proudly 
said, "The Lord is my Shepherd and that's all I need to know!" 

 

How to Get Into Heaven  

A man dies and meets St. Peter at the Pearly Gates. Peter says to 

the man, "Here's how it works. You need to have one hundred points 

to get into heaven. You tell me about all the good things you've done. 

They are all worth a certain number of points. If your total is one 

hundred or more, you can come in."  

"Well," says the man. "I was happily married to the same woman for 

52 years. I never looked at another woman. I was attentive and 

loved her dearly."  

"That's great," says St. Peter. "That'll be two points."  

"Hmmm," says the man. "This is going to be harder than I thought. 

Well, I attended church regularly, volunteered my time and tithed 

faithfully."  

"Wonderful," says St. Peter, "That's worth another point."  

"One point!" says the man. "Okay, okay. I was involved with a prison 

ministry for twenty -five years. I went into the prison, at least 

monthly, and shared Jesus with them."  

"Wow!" says St. Peter. "That's another two points!"  

"Only two points!" says the man. "At this rate, it'll be by the grace 

of God that'll I'll ever get into this place."  

"Bingo!" says St. Peter. "That's one hundred points! Come on in."  
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Church of the Brethren  

Credit Union  

Greetings, 

   In these uncertain times, do you trust your financial institution? 

   Are you disappointed in the interest rates on your accounts? 

   Do you need to borrow money, but your bank wonõt give you a loan? 

There is an easy solutionñChurch of the Brethren Credit Union.  CoBCU 

offers the great rates you want, with the Brethren values you trust.  

Whether you are shopping for a savings account, checking account, or 

auto loan, here is your opportunity to join.  CoBCU offers the following 

competitive services: 

¶ Online Banking 

¶ Online Bill Pay 

¶ Savings Accounts 

¶ Health Savings Accounts 

¶ Interest-bearing checking accounts 

¶ Debit card offering 5 cents back on each Visa signature transaction 

¶ Direct Deposit 

¶ And moreé 

 

Church of the Brethren Credit Union is dedicated to unmatchable cus-
tomer service; our staff will know you by name, not by a number.  We 
want to be your first choice for financial services.  In these difficult eco-
nomic times, you can trust the Church of the Brethrenõs values of steward-
ship. 

 

Se Pastor Mary if you would like an application.  It is easy for you to join 
CoBCU.  You may contact them at 888-832-1383 or visit them online at 
www.cobcu.org. 



4  

GETTING TO KNOW YOU  

Monthly Feature Column by Gerry Minter 

  Samuel Gibble Meyer, Jr. 

        Sam was born January 20, 1924  on a 150 

    acre farm in Lebanon, Pa. that had been 
    in the family since 1732. He was the sev
    enth Samuel Meyer since 1732.  His par 
    ents were Elizabeth and Samuel  
    Meyer.  The Meyer children in order  
    of  birth were: Half brother, Ammon 
Meyer, half sister, Leah Meyer,  Nathan, Jonas, Raymond , Sam,  

Matthew and sister Marian.  

   He started school at Kuchenderfers School which was a one-room 
school. His father was the teacher  and Sam says( with that twinkle in 
his eye) that he made his best grades ever there!  This school had grades 
1 through 4. 

  At Fairview School it took him only one year to finish grades 5 and 6.  

His high school education continued at Fredericksburg (Pa.) H.S. with 
grades 7 through 12. After graduation he went to Elizabethtown College 
for two years, finishing with a BA degree. He started teaching at this 
time but  was sidelined for three months with an accute appendicitis 
surgery.  He went to Florida as the Director of BVS migrant worker 
camps for a year. In 1951 he enrolled at Bethany Biblical Seminary and 
graduated in 1953 with a Master of Religious Education degree.  

  In 1953 Sam began his teaching career in Chicago's District 111 in Bur-
bank, Ill.  He taught for 4 years prior to becoming principal in 1957.
( During the years 1953-1963 he took various courses at DePaul Univer-
sity, graduating in 1963 with a Master of Education degree.) 

   Sam was principal at four different schools in his 29 years . As princi-
pal he was responsible for the preparations for opening of new schools. 
He even named one of those schools: Admiral Richard E. Byrd 
School.   Sam retired in 1986 and he and Casey moved to Roanoke.  In 
1991 they built their home on Bluebird Lane in Salem on land they had 
purchased earlier.  Sam's brother lived near so they had family close by.  
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I  asked Sam when he met the" love of his life" Casey. In 1954  Casey 

and her sister, Sophia both taught across the hall from Sam.  Sophia 

asked Sam if he would take Casey to her bus stop. Well, they went 

past the bus stop and went window-shopping on State Street  (that 

great street).  Their courtship continued and on June 16, 1956 they 

were married in the chapel at Bethany. They had a wonderful month

-long honeymoon to the west coast , where they saw all of the many 

attractions along the way. 

   Sam and Casey attended the same church (York Center ) that Inez 

and Louis Shirky attended. This was the church that many Bethany 

students attended while studying there.  The first Sunday they were 

there, the Shirky's invited them to have lunch at their house. This 

made a lasting impression on the Meyers.  

  Sam and Casey have four children. Cynthia Lynn, Samuel Keith, 

Linnea Ann and Kristina Joy. They are scattered from Boston to San 

Francisco.  The family takes a vacation, if possible, each year. As the 

grandchildren get older it is not as easy to schedule everyone to-

gether. They have gotten together at the Outer Banks for a few years 

now. At other times, members of the family visit as they can. 

  In earlier years Sam enjoyed sports. He played soccer and baseball 

from 8th grade through college. While in seminary,  he took up golf 

and played for some years.  Later, back problems made that difficult. 

He has had major health problems in the past few years.  These do 

not dampen his joy of life and his interactions with people. 

   Sam and Casey are active at Daleville CoB as Deacon Chairs for 

quite a number of years.  They are loving, caring people who can be 

depended upon for friendship  and guidance. They are most inter-

ested in the peace position of our denomination. Sam says that this 

church meets their spiritual needs.  They have made many friends 

while here.  He enjoys singing in the choir, led by Casey. 

   Sam and Casey have a garden with more vegetables, fruit , and 

flowers than anyone I have ever known. They can, freeze and dry 

the products of their labor. Their home is a warm and welcoming 

place visited by many of our members. 

   We are fortunate to have Sam and Casey as members at Daleville 

CoB.  God bless you both.  
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Heritage Day at Camp Bethel... will be held on Saturday, October 3rd.  This is 

Campõs major fund raiser for the year.  Plan to offer your assistance on this 

day and bring dollars to shop!  Breakfast is served from 7:30 -9:30 with lunch 

served all day!  Booths open at 9:00am.  Over 40 church groups will be vending 

their wares to raise money for the operation of Camp Bethel.  

Executive Committee... meets on Monday, October 12th at 6:30pm in the 

Meeting Room.    

Silent Peace Vigil... in front of the Market Building in downtown Roanoke on 

Saturday, October 17th from Noon -1pm. 

Movie Night at the Carters... will meet at 7pm on Thursday, October 15th.  

This month, we will review òThe Soloistó.  This true- life drama tells the poign-

ant tale of Los Angeles newspaper reporter Steve Lopez ( Robert Downey Jr. ), 

who discovers brilliant street musician Nathaniel Ayers ( Jamie Foxx ), and the 

unique friendship that transforms both their lives. In helping his new friend 

deal with his demons, Steve ends up battling with his own. Joe Wright  directs 

this inspiring drama based on the bestselling book by the real Lopez. 

/NQSGDQM 8NLDM½R 'DKKNVRGHO '@KK 3@KKXqqqwill be Tuesday, October 20th at Camp Bethel. 

Disaster Response Dinner... will be held for volunteers who reach out in disas-

ter response on October 25th at Germantown Brick CoB, 2312 Brick Church 

Road, Rocky Mount, Va. 

 

 

Planning Ahead  

Virlina District Conference... will be held on November 13 and 14.  The theme 

will be òAt the Name of Jesus, Every Knee Should Bend.ó  There will be more 

information later.  

Daleville Annual Christmas Dinner... will be held at Camp Bethel this year on 

Sunday, December 13th at 1:30pm.  Tickets will go on sale in November for $10 

each.  Please mark your calendars now for this special event 

and plan to join us there for a good meal, and a wonderful 

way to celebrate the Advent Season.  

UPCOMING EVENTS  
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      Annual Conference announces 2010 
theme  

The 224th recorded Annual Conference of the Church of 
the Brethren will be held in Pittsburgh, Pa., on July 3 -7, 
2010. The theme statement for the Conference will be 
"Taking Jesus Seriously" from John 14:15, "If you love 
me, you will obey what I command" (NIV).  

Available online now is a statement from Annual Confer-
ence moderator Shawn Flory Replogle giving back-
ground for the 2010 theme. "We live in challenging 
times...," he writes in part. "The Church of the Brethren 
is made for such a time as this," his statement adds. 
"Among the most central ways the Brethren have lived 
out their spiritual inheritance --taking Jesus seriously--is 
through honest reading of the Gospels, followed by 
straightforward discipleship...." Go to http://
www.cobannualconference.org/pittsburgh/
theme.html   to find the full statement.  

 

Tracy Huffman  

Tracy Huffman has been our custodian 
since 2007, but left the position effective 
September 30, 2009.  We  

want to thank Tracy for  

her service to the church  

and wish her blessings in  

her job at Northside.   Thank  

you Tracy for your dedication to your job 
and for the work that you did.  We look 
forward to continuing to worship with 
you. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.netflix.com/RoleDisplay/Robert_Downey_Jr./25583
http://www.netflix.com/RoleDisplay/Jamie_Foxx/31453
http://www.netflix.com/RoleDisplay/Joe_Wright/20056987
http://www.cobannualconference.org/pittsburgh/theme.html
http://www.cobannualconference.org/pittsburgh/theme.html
http://www.cobannualconference.org/pittsburgh/theme.html
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DUNKER COLUMN 

RUBY FRANTZ RHOADES  
(1923-1985) 

 

          A tall, beautiful, intelligent woman com-
manding respect simply by her presence ð that is 
the way I will always remember Ruby, the first 
woman executive of the General Board of the 
Church of the Brethren and associate general sec-
retary of the denomination from 1980 to her death from cancer in 1985. 

A graduate of Manchester College, Bethany Bible Training 
School and Bethany Biblical Seminary, Ruby with her husband, Benton, 
served as founding missionaries of the Brethren Rural Mission in Ecua-
dor from 1946-56.. When Benton worked for USAID for two years, the 
Rhoades moved to the capital Quito, where Ruby provided hospitality 
for missionaries of various groups. 

Upon return to the States, the Rhoades lived in New York City. While 
Benton worked for USAID, Ruby became director of advertising and 
promotion for Fleming Revel Publishers.  

From 1973-74 she worked as director of promotion for Messenger, 
and from 1976-1979 she was director of the Washington Office of the 
Church of the Brethren. 

Her experience of more than a decade in the rural mission field 
of Ecuador, her involvement in business, and her exposure to key po-
litical issues in her work in the Washington Office combined with a 
keen sense of economic justice and advocacy for those who have no 
voice made Ruby an excellent choice to become the Executive of the 
World Ministries Commission in 1980. It was my privilege to be on the 
General Board through most of Rubyõs tenure. 

She died at home, with Benton at her side softly singing hymns 
that both of them knew, and continuing to do so after her heart had 
stopped. 

Karen S. Carter 
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By Dorothy Shumate 

 The Benefits of Lutein 

 

 Using sunblock and wearing a floppy hat and sun-
glasses all protect your eyes and skin from harmful ultra-
violet (UV) rays.  However, there are nutrients that can 
provide "internal sunglasses," the most notable of which is 
lutein. 

 Lutein, a carotenoid (and its ever-present partner, 
zeaxanthin) is found in the skin and is particularly con-
centrated in the macula, the part of the retina responsible 
for clear central vision.  Lutein helps quench free radicals 
and tame chronic inflammation. 

 Supplemental lutein/zeaxanthin increases macular 
density, which is why it has shown promise in retarding 
age-related macular degeneration (ARMD), a disorder 
that can obliterate central vision. 

 Dietary sources of lutein and zeaxanthin include 
broccoli, cabbage, corn, egg yolk, kiwifruit and lettuce.  So 
don't worry about going out to play in the sun.  Just take 
all the sensible precautions--including adding lutein/
zeaxanthin to your diet.  

(Energy Times, July/August 2009 issue, written by Lisa 
James) 

Corner        for Health & Wellness 


